
Minutes of the 61st Multi Stakeholder Group (MSG) Statutory Meeting, March 8, 2023
Chaired by: Ms Vanda Radzik (CS)
Approved Minutes adopted at the 62nd MSG held on April 12, 2023.


	MEETING NAME:
	Multi Stakeholder Group (MSG) Statutory Meeting

	MEETING #:
	61st 

	DATE:
	08 March 2023

	START TIME:
	10:00 AM

	END TIME:
	12:40 PM 

	LOCATION:
	Virtual 

	MEETING TYPE:
	Zoom:                     Physical:
x





AGENDA
	#
	Activity & Status

	1
	Call to Order and Welcome

	2
	Special EITI Guest: Mr. Sherwin Long – National Coordinator of TTEITI and EITI International Board Member in attendance for Questions & Clarifications concerning Guyana’s Suspension. (Timeframe 10.00 – 10.15 AM)


	3
	Excuses/Attendance Record

	4
	Adoption of Agenda (completed)					

	5
	Minutes of 60th MSG Statutory Meeting held 08.02.2023	
Corrections / Omissions / Adoption

	6
	· Decisions of 60th Statutory Meeting – Status of Implementation
· Decisions of Special Meeting of the MSG on February 22, 2023

	7
	Key Updates (IA Committee)
(i) Hiring of IA BDO LLP firm based on MSG approved TOR.
(ii) Presentation of Calendar of Milestones: Workplan drafted by IA BDO LLP for the preparation of the FY2020 - 4th GYEITI Report. Discussion. Approval & Adoption of Calendar/Workplan by MSG.
                                                             			

	
	1. Brief Reports from MSG Committees:						
i. Co-Chairs (Update on Appraisal Process of NC)
ii. IA (repositioned to Agenda item 7) 
iii. Work Plan, MSG TOR and Validation
iv. Communications & Outreach Committee
v. Legal and Regulatory Review Committee
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Agenda Item 1: Call to Order and Welcome
The meeting was called to order by current Chair, Ms. Vanda Radzik of Civic-MSG

Quorum Present: Yes 
Agenda Item 2: Special EITI Guest: Mr. Sherwin Long – National Coordinator of TTEITI and EITI International Board Member in attendance for Questions & Clarifications concerning Guyana’s Suspension. (Timeframe 10.00 – 10.15 AM)
TTEITI National Coordinator and EITI International Board member Mr. Sherwin Long addressed the MSG on the issue of Guyana’s suspension, offering clarity on the process and some examples of how his country dealt with their suspension. He made the point that the faster Guyana completes its report for the year 2020, the faster the International Board is likely to lift the suspension, he made the point too that Guyana should await the official communication from the International Board so that the date by which the report is due could be made clear. He offered to follow up in terms of getting hold of the communication on the Guyana suspension.

Agenda Item 3: Excuses / Attendance Record
Agenda Item 4: Adoption of Agenda
The agenda was adopted by Mr. Ryan Ramjit and Seconded by Ms. Hema Khan.

Agenda item #5: Minutes of 60th MSG Statutory Meeting held 08.02.2023	
Corrections / Omissions / Adoption
It was pointed out that Mr. Jesus Bronchalo of Industry has resigned and therefore should not be listed on the Attendance sheet of the Minutes. It was noted that his Alternate Mr. Anand Gohil’s name should replace Bronchalos’ until such time that a new member is appointed.
It was agreed that the 61st MSG meeting which ended in adjournment due to a lack of quorum will be considered closed and its outstanding agenda items addressed by way of Round Robin to the MSG.
The 60th MSG Meeting Minutes were moved for Adoption by Mr. Mike McCormack and this was seconded by Mr. Rafeek Khan.
The Special MSG Meeting Minutes were moved for Adoption by Mr. Ryan Ramjit and this was seconded by Ms. Hema Khan.

Agenda item #6: Decisions of 60th Statutory Meeting – Status of Implementation/
Decisions of Special Meeting of the MSG on February 22, 2023
Agenda Item 7: Key Updates (IA Committee)
(i) Hiring of IA BDO LLP firm based on MSG approved TOR.
(ii) Presentation of Calendar of Milestones: Workplan drafted by IA BDO LLP for the preparation of the FY2020 - 4th GYEITI Report. Discussion. Approval & Adoption of Calendar/Workplan by MSG.

The IA, BDO LLP, presented their Calendar of Milestones for the completion of the FY 2020 Report in time for the publication deadline of May 31, 2023. The IA team gave an update on the Workshop for Government Reporting Entities which was held on Monday March 6, 2023, at Herdmanston Lodge. The workshop discussed information regarding the scoping and Gap Analysis phases of the report preparation and what was required from the agencies. The workshop also discussed the need for all of the filled reporting templates to be signed off by the Auditor General. The IA said that the Ministry of Finance expressed a need to have a copy of the Gap Analysis and the IA said that this request could only be facilitated once the MSG reviews and approves the document. 
BDO LLP is still working on the Gap Analysis, and it should be ready for sharing with the MSG by Monday March 13, 2023. They explained that it was intended that the Gap Analysis was submitted before the convening os the workshop, but this approach was shelved in an effort to save time. 
The next step is the submission of the draft Inception Report which will include an analysis of the revenues and a determination of the scope which will be also approved by the MSG.
The draft Inception Report will be delivered by the end of the week of March 13, 2023.
After this, the MSMG will review and revert with their comments by the end of the week of March 27, 2023. 
The IA pointed out that they still have not received data on the active mining licenses for 2020 and this is needed to move to the next phases of the work.  This information is needed to finalize the reporting templates. The IA may need two additional days to get the required data from the GGMC.
The Chair asked Mr. Avalon Jagnandan, who is representing mining, to convey to GGMC the need to have the outstanding data provided at the earliest opportunity.
The reporting templates need to have information on all of the companies for which there will be unilateral disclosure.
The deadline for the submission of all reporting templates by Government Reporting Entities is March 27, 2023. BDO LLP intends to commence analyzing the data on the week of April 3, 2023. The draft Inception Report will be submitted upon the analysis of the data.
Government holds the view that the report for 2020 should be completed at the earliest possible time to reverse the decision of the International Board re: Guyana’s suspension. They believe too that it would be apropos to complete the 2020 report so that attention could then be focused on the 2021 report which is due for submission and publication by December 31, 2023.
The draft Report will be submitted on in the week of April 24, 2023. The MSG will have between 7 and 9 days to prepare their comments and respond to the IA. The IA will then take those comments into consideration when preparing the pre-final draft report.
This pre-final draft report will be submitted during the week of May 22, 2023. The final report should be ready for publishing on May 31, 2023.
The meeting resolved to place the matter of the IA Calendar of Milestones into the IA Committee for further deliberation. 


Agenda Item 7: Brief Reports from MSG Committees:						
I. Co-Chairs (Update on Appraisal Process of NC)
II. IA (repositioned to Agenda item 7) 
III. Work Plan, MSG TOR and Validation
IV. Communications & Outreach Committee
V. Legal and Regulatory Review Committee

Co-Chairs (Update on Appraisal Process of NC) – The Co-Chairs have met and have agreed on and have completed the appraisal format and this has been shared among the sectors. They have communicated their findings to the PS. The Co-Chairs are also seeking guidance on how to proceed on the matter. The National Coordinator also has the right to perform a self-assessment using the same appraisal form. In addition, there will be an interview of the NC by an independent interviewer that enjoys the confidence of the MSG. the committee hopes to meet the PS by Friday March 10, 2023.

Agenda Item 8: Any Other Business
The meeting heard that the National Secretariat is in the process of finalizing the TORs for Beneficial Ownership and Systematic Disclosure. The Secretariat was guided to collaborate with the Deeds and Commercial registry Authority (DCRA) with a view to harmonizing efforts between the GYEITI and the DCRA.
It was noted that the website of the GYEITI continues to have deficiencies in terms of the content and format. The Secretariat undertook to address these concerns.

MOTIONS AND DECISIONS RESULTING FROM CURRENT MEETING:
1. The MSG referred the schedule of activities for the preparation of the 2020 EITI Report by BDO LLP to the IA Committee for further deliberation with the expectation that the committee recommends by the week of March 13, 2023, the approval of the MSG. The motion was proposed by Ms. Vanda Radzik and seconded by Mr. Rafeek Khan.

2. All matters outstanding as at the adjournment of the 60th MSG meeting will be sent out to the MSG for Round Robin approval. The related documents will be attached to the email requesting members to give their support to the approval of the matters therein.
3. The MSG will await the official communication from the EITI International Board on the suspension of Guyana’s EITI status so that the date by which the 2020 Report is required to be submitted could be ascertained and factored into the planning.
4. The Co-Chairs are to meet with the PS of the MNR to discuss the appraisal of the National Coordinator and the findings of each of the sectors. The deadline for the committee to meet with the PS has been set at Friday March 10, 2023.
5. The Minutes of the Special MSG Meeting held on February 22, 2023, will be sent out to members for their review and comments.

There being no other business, the meeting was brought to a close at 12.40 with the Chair thanking those in attendance and well wishes extended.

	Minutes Prepared By-
	                          
	Signed: 

	Johanne Earl
Communications Officer, 
GYEITI Secretariat
	
	Ms vanda Radzik,
Chairperson , 
Multi Stakeholder Group, GYEITI. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





	NO.
	NAME
	SECTOR
	TYPE
	GENDER
	PRESENT
	ABSENT
	EXCUSEE
	
	
	REMARKS

	1. 
	A. Gohil
	Industry
	Member  
	M
	X 
	
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	R. Ramjit
	Industry
	Member 
	M
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	J. Vogt
	Industry
	Alternate 
	M
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	A. Alphonso
	Industry
	Member 
	M
	
	
	X (excuse)
	
	
	

	5. 
	A. Jagnandan
	Industry
	Alternate 
	M
	X 
	
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	R. Khan
	Industry
	Member 
	M
	X 
	
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	N. McLean
	Industry
	Alternate 
	M
	
	X 
	
	
	
	


Appendix A: Attendance Record and Excuses
INDUSTRY:
CIVIC (Civil Society)



	NO.
	NAME
	SECTOR
	TYPE
	GENDER
	PRESENT
	ABSENT
	EXCUSE FOR ABSENCE
	REMARKS

	1. 
	MMcCormack
	Civic
	Member
	M
	X
	
	
	

	2. 
	Alternate
	Civic
	Alternate 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	3. 
	L Fiedtkou
	Civic
	Member 
	F
	X
	
	
	

	4. 
	Alternate
	Civic
	Alternate 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	5. 
	V Radzik
	Civic
	Member 
	F
	X
	
	
	

	6. 
	Alternate
	Civic
	Alternate
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	7. 
	K Cort-Kansinally
	Civic
	Member
	F
	X
	
	
	Resigned. To be replaced

	8. 
	Alternate
	Civic
	Alternate
	-
	-
	-
	-
	



















	NO.
	NAME
	SECTOR
	TYPE
	GENDER
	PRESENT
	ABSENT
	EXCUSE

	No.
	Name
	SECTOR
	TYPE
	GENDER
	PRESENT
	ABSENT
	EXCUSE

	1.
	S. Roopnauth
	Government
	Member 
	F
	
	X 
	

	2. 
	T. Balgobin
	Government
	Alternate 
	M
	
	X
	

	3.
	H. Khan
	Government
	Member 
	F
	X
	
	

	4.
	S. Richmond
	Government
	Alternate 
	M
	
	X 
	

	5.
	V. Harris
	Government
	Member 
	F
	X 
	
	

	6.
	S. Hussain
	Government
	Alternate 
	M
	X
	
	

	7.
	M. Munroe
	Government
	Member 
	M
	X
	
	

	8.
	M. Pertab
	Government
	Alternate 
	M
	
	X 
	



GYEITI NATIONAL SECRETARIAT:
	NO.
	NAME
	SECTOR
	TYPE
	GENDER
	PRESENT
	ABSENT
	EXCUSE FOR ABSENCE
	REMARKS

	1. 
	J Earle
	N Secretariat
	Staff
	M
	X
	
	
	Takes minutes

	2. 
	R. Budhu
	N.Secretariat
	Staff
	M
	X
	
	
	Technical support

	3. 
	R. Ramgobin
	N.Secretariat
	Staff
	M
	X
	
	
	Technical support

	4. 
	R. Jagarnauth
	N Secretariat
	Staff
	F
	X
	
	
	Technical support

	5. 
	P. Misir
	N.Secretariat
	Staff
	M
	
	X
	
	Not required to attend
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